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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
December is a month of waiting. We wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh. 
We wait for Christmas. We also wait for the New Year. After waiting for a couple of weeks, we 
will celebrate Christmas and the New Year! Both holidays are the beginnings of a new chapter 
in our life! 
 
Advent followed by Christmas is the beginning of Jesus’ redemptive act for us. We have 
cultural pressure on us to prepare for the Christmas celebration. We might end up shopping over 
budget. We might receive tons of gifts, including expensive items. There is so much to hear, to 
see, and to experience in the holiday-shopping. Although nothing is wrong with shopping and 
gifts, Jesus Christ is the reason for Christmas! I encourage you to focus on the first coming of 
our Lord and Savior in the flesh, looking for us. I also urge you to slow down from the holiday 
plans and sit down with the Prophet Isaiah and God’s people, who waited for so long for the 
coming of the Messiah, the promised savior of humankind. I   even invite you to stand with 
John the Baptist as he calls God’s people to prepare the way of the Lord. I pray that as we 
slowdown from the holiday rush, we make room for the Holy Spirit to show us what is going on 
in our hearts, our church, and our community.  May the Lord guide your heart to repentance and 
divine mercy in the advent season. 
 
New Year’s is around the corner as well, another new chapter in our life. In four weeks, we will 
put down the 2020 calendar and put up the 2021 calendar; those of us that still use the wall 
calendar. We have had a rough year; the year 2020 was one of a kind. We had the COVID 19 
pandemic after a century (1918-1920) since our grandparents had the Spanish Flu. We also had 
a national election in the middle of a quarantine. We all have even personal stories that are 
unique to the year 2020.  Despite all the challenges and dangers 2020 brought, we are waiting 
for a couple of weeks to receive God’s gift of the New Year. 
 
Therefore, I invite you to praise the Lord for carrying us through the difficult if not dangerous 
days of 2020. Thank God for your family that God provided our daily bread and protected us 
from sickness and death. I pray that the Holy Spirit may comfort and strengthen those who 
suffered this year from illness, worry, and loss of loved ones. Dear St. Paul’s faith family, 
please slow down from the cultural pressure, thank God for his mercy on you in 2020, and wait 
on the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Pastor Teklu 



 
Prayer Requests  
If at all possible, please list the need for the prayer. If the request requires 
long-term prayers, please indicate so and let the office know when it 
should be removed.  Please contact Cindy in the office at 
info@StPaulsCrofton.com  if you have any questions! 
 
Long-Term Prayers:  
Preston Arnold; John and Monica Bagley (health issues); Phyllis Ball (health 
issues);  Barry (family and health issues); JoAnn Breitbach  (health issues); 
Peta Capello (health issues); Barbara Carr (health issues); Cindy Craytor 

(major surgery); Marianne Foreman (health issues); Marilyn Harris (health issues);  Sarah 
Hendricks (health issues); Jay (health issues); Wayne K. (health issues); Janet Mox (health 
issues); Phil Myer (health issues); Erna Pleinis (recovering from a car accident); Kay Rudolph 
(health issues); Laurie Snook (health issues); Charles Spears (health issues);  Brian Spencer 
(health issues); Dick Sulken (health issues); Jon Sweeney (health issues); Michael Zimmer Jr. 
and family (health issues). 
Please pray for our members and friends serving in the military: Jake Godboldte, Dylan 
Harris, Rachel MacCumbee, Scott MacCumbee, Brian Wolford, and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December Recognition 
Numbers, numbers, numbers.  Our daily family lives are consumed with all types of numbers; 
cost of groceries, utility bills, price of gas, school tuition, shopping, household budget, etc.  You 
get the picture.  Usually we manage to keep it all straight. So how does this translate to St. 
Paul’s?  Fortunately, for the past 10 years we have been blessed with a treasurer who is highly 
organized, pays attention to detail and effectively communicates our financial condition month 
after month.  This month we are pleased to recognize the efforts of Charlotte Angeli for keeping 
St. Paul’s finances in order. 
 
Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
 
 



 Christmas Poinsettias 
 
Poinsettias to decorate the altar area at Christmas, or to donate to St. Paul’s shut-ins earlier in 
December, will be on sale through December 13th.  Order forms can be found in the narthex. 
Please indicate on your order form whether you wish to donate your poinsettia to a shut-in in 
advance of Christmas or take it home after the Christmas Eve service. Poinsettias are $10 each. 
Make your check payable to St. Paul's Lutheran Church; return your check and order form to 
Jackie Abend.  Contact Jackie with any questions. 
 
                                       

 



 
 

Can you believe it? 
It’s almost here—Christmas is right around the corner! 

We are not having a children’s pageant this year, but in its place, we are 
hosting “Dough Holy Night”. There is so much joy surrounding this 
season, but there can also be a lot of chaos!  
There are decorations to put up, parties to throw, and presents to purchase. 
It’s so easy to let the entire month of December fly past us and totally 
forget why we celebrate Christmas.  
This is a fun and interactive experience designed for your family to do at 
home. Together you’ll bake a batch of Christmas cookies and, along the 
way, hear the story of the very first Christmas. Best of all, there’s a video 
that walks you step-by-step through the entire experience. It’s so simple!  
Stay tuned for more information! 



 
 
Estate Sale 
There will be an estate sale at Adelaide Abend’s house on December 11th, 12th, and 13th from 9-
2. The address is 3015 Patuxent River Rd. Davidsonville. Hope to see you there. Please 
remember to wear a mask! 
 

 
There will be no Book Club meeting in December. The next meeting will be Monday, January 
18th, via ZOOM. The book  is The Evening and the Morning by Ken Follett. Contact Sandi 
Corwin for ZOOM meeting details. 
 
 
 
 
 
The next ‘Music in the Parking Lot’ will be Saturdays December 5th & 19th from 4:00pm - 
5:15pm outdoors weather permitting (indoors if rain).  This ensemble will play arrangements 
of hymns, spirituals, and other songs.  
 
Please contact Charlton Henry 443.995.2646 if you plan on attending.  
 

 
 



 
 
Reservations will be required for each of our Christmas Eve services for those attending in 
person, and we will be assigning seats to ensure that we can fit everyone in the church who 
wants to come.  Please register your desired service time by going to our website and clicking 
on the link for reservations.  You will be taken to the Planning Center.  If you already have an 
account, please use it.  Otherwise you can continue as a guest by entering your contact email 
and phone number. You will then be able to select your desired service and enter the number of 
people who will be attending with you. You will receive email confirmation that you have 
registered. 
 
Seats will be assigned to maximize the number of people we can fit into the church.  One side 
will be used to seat families, one family in every other pew.  The other side of the church will 
use every pew in a checkerboard pattern - a single or couple at each end of pew one, a single in 
the middle of pew two, a single or couple at each end of pew three, etc.  This pattern will allow 
us to maintain our distance and still seat as many people as possible  
 
If your plans change, please cancel your registration to free up seating for others.  You may 
cancel through the website, or you may contact Diane Segelhorst at 
Christmas@stpaulscrofton.com or by phone at 410-991-4386.  You may also contact Diane if 
you are having trouble registering online and need help. 
 
Please register (or cancel your registration) by 8 pm on December 23 so we can finalize the 
seating charts. 
 
 



 CHRISTMAS SHARING  
 Please take an item or two from the Christmas Sharing board to help make the holiday brighter 
for neighbors in need.  St. Paul's is supporting 5 local families for Christmas - we're providing 
grocery gift cards and personal care items for the adult family members plus Christmas gifts for 
6 children.   
            ***   Items are due back to church by December 13th   *** 
The pandemic, job loss, and a cut in government aid support contribute to making this  
a difficult time for our most vulnerable citizens.  Please help as best you can to brighten our  
neighbors’ lives.  Thank you, St. Paul's family, for your outstanding support!! 
 

 
 
St. Paul's extends thanks to Ron and Kate Hausner for their generous donation of plastic and 
paper goods to stock the Fellowship Hall kitchen!  Two LARGE bags of plastic cups, plates, 
utensils and paper cups and napkins will certainly support church activities once we are able to 
safely gather again in fellowship. 
Thank you!! 
 
The Outreach & Fellowship Teams thank Marilyn Harris for her outstanding support of those 
teams' activities for many months!!  A church supper or reception or food drive or Soup & 
Sermon? Marilyn's been there to help.  She's been a  faithful deliverer of CARE bags to support 
our shut-in ministry over the past  6 months. She's taking some time off from extra church 
activities and  she's wished the best. Thank you, Marilyn! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
THANK YOU for the magnificent outpouring for the Toy Drive to benefit the 
Miracle of Christmas, the Lutheran Mission Society's annual toy drive. Your generosity enables 
that organization's outreach to hundreds of children in need. 
Thank you for your generous gifts of support!! 
 

 
 
News from the Quilters 
 
Were we ever blessed to hold the Quilt Sale when we did!  Covid 19 wasn't bad--- the weather 
was beautiful, and we had enough quilters plus the ladies from the church to help out.  We were 
never crowded.  Those who attended were grateful and had been waiting for the sale.  The quilt 
raffle was successful and each organization has received their check in the amount of $712.00 
each.  
 
We sold 3 King sized quilts, 3 Queen sized quilts and 1 Twin quilt and a lot of smaller 
items.  Exactly half the number attended and we took in half the dollar figure. We made 
$10,880.00 to be exact.  Set up and break down went very smooth and with a lot of outside 
help, we girls could never do this alone.  Many Thanks!! 
Dorothy 



 

 
 
Ladies’ Lunch and Ladies’ Breakfast Groups 
Due to the new County restrictions limiting 10 people to an indoor event, Ladies' Breakfast and 
Lunch groups will be postponed until further notice.  Any questions or concerns call (410) 721-
7519 , email mjfelsentreger@outlook.com  or Marj Kane at kane3426@verizon.net . 
 
 
 
 
Virtual Communion 
We have made a virtual communion video available for those members who Live stream from 
home. Please login to the members-only section on our website on Sunday to access the virtual 
communion link. Please contact Patrice Jenstrom at web@stpaulscrofton.com or call at 443-
254-6765 if you do not have the password. This will be available every week for members.  
Here are the steps to access: 
1. go to www.stpaulscrofton.com on Sunday  
2. log in to Member tab (get the password from Patrice if you do not have it) 
3. go to view "Holy Communion" video  
  
The Service will last around 20 to 30 minutes. You will need to have available the following: 
1.Wine or grape juice in a small glass or cup for each person 
2. A small piece of bread 
3. A willing spirit and faithful heart  
 
The Order of Service is from the LCMS Pastoral Care Companion. 
 
 
 
Save Your Pull Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
 
The aluminum pull tab project that supports Ronald McDonald House is still alive and 
active.  Please continue to save them and bring or drop off at church when you can.  
Judy Parker and the Ronald McDonald House thank you!  
 
 
 



 
Are you aware that St. Paul’s offers three ways for online giving? 
Setting up your profile and payment methods is simple, follow these easy steps.  
 

1. On our website, click the donate button- The menu button on the right on the top menu or 
the “donate now” button at the bottom of the Home Page will take you to the Church 
Planning Center Giving page.  Set up your payment methods one time, and set up your 
recurring donations here. 

2. Download and give via the church center app for mobile- Set up your profile and link to 
St. Paul’s of Gambrills and Crofton.  Enter your payment method(s) one time, then you 
can donate at any time easily and quickly.  You can also set up recurring donations and 
pay the fee. 

3. Text to give- text $ amount to 84321- You still need to set up your payment methods. 

  
Are you aware that St. Paul’s is charged fees for online giving? 
Please cover the fee! 
 
If you want the church to receive your full donation, you may want to pay the fee.  Once you 
input the amount of your donation and payment method, the processing fee will be calculated 
and you can click on the box to add it. This would save our church money in fees, and the 
amount covered by the donor is usually small relative to the size of their donation.  
Example: If the donor wants to contribute $100.00 through their checking account, you can 
cover the (ACH) fee of 25 cents.  The year-end tax statement will show that you gave $100.25 
to the church.  The church pays the 25 cents for the processing fee, receiving $100.00.   
Credit card fees are slightly higher as it is based on a percentage of the amount donated plus a 
30 cent fee.  
If you have any additional questions, please contact Charlotte Angeli at 
treasurer@StPaulsCrofton.com. 
 
 
 
 

 


