St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Of Crofton and Gambrills

March Newsletter 2025

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR MARCH 2025

March 2" — The Transfiguration of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. — Worship Service, returning to serving communion at the rail

March 5t — Ash Wednesday +&

7:00 p.m. — Worship Service ASH
WEDNESDAY
March 9% — First Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. — Worship Service

March 12 — Wednesday, Mid-Week Lenten Service
6:00 p.m. —Soup
7:00 p.m. —=Sermon

March 16 — Second Sunday of Lent
9:30 — Worship Service

March 19t — Wednesday, Mid-Week Lenten Service
6:00 p.m. —Soup
7:00 — Sermon

March 23 - Third Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. — Worship Service

March 26t — Wednesday, Mid-Week Lenten Service
6:00 p.m. —Soup
7:00 p.m. —=Sermon

March 30t — Fourth Sunday of Lent
9:30 a.m. — Worship Service



Sunday, February 9, 2025, was a banner day in the
life of St. Paul’s, for on that morning Pastor Iromar
Schreiber was installed as our pastor. The
congregation was grateful and excited to celebrate
this occasion. (Pastor Schreiber had accepted our
divine call on December 6, 2024, and arrived in

" Crofton on January 15, 2025.) The rite of
installation was performed by Rev. Dr. Bill Harmon,
l| Southeastern District President, LCMS. Rev.

B Stephen Mentz and Rev. Brian Rosenkoetter also
participated in leading the service. After his
installation, Rev. Schreiber celebrated Holy
Communion. He was also entrusted by the
congregation with symbols of his ministry among
us, including the communion chalice, the baptismal
shell, the four hymnals in use at St. Paul’s, Luther’s
Small Catechism, the Holy Bible, the congregation’s
constitution, bylaws, and policy-based governance documents, and the key to the
church!

Rev. Harmon gave the sermon, drawing upon all three readings for the day to make
three important points:

1. Pastor and congregation alike all fall short of the glory of God. We need to
remember that we are sinners, we make mistakes and at times we will disappoint
and even offend each other. But we are redeemed and have received grace, mercy
and love which should permeate our relationships always. (Old Testament
Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8)

2. Pastor and congregation should be mindful of, considerate of, each other, even
when we disagree. A good relationship includes always giving the other party the
benefit of the doubt, rather than assuming there is a conflict in a situation. When
we disagree, we come together in love to resolve our difference.

(Epistle: Isaiah 6:1-8)

3. Beyond the joy of the arrival of a hew pastor there is also great fatigue caused by
the extra work a vacancy creates for the congregation. But this is no time to rest;
like the fishermen called by Jesus, we are to pick up our nets and get back to
work. There are hurting people all around us who have no hope and are waiting for
the touch of a healing God. (Gospel: Luke 5:1-11)

Following the service, the congregation and guests enjoyed a sumptuous buffet
luncheon, because we are Lutheran after all! At that time Pastor Schreiber also received
a variety of less sacred gifts, including chocolate from the children.

A bit about our new Pastor’s background -- Pastor Iromar Schreiber was born, grew up
and was educated in Brazil, and served there until 2011. He came to the U.S. as a



pastor for Redeemer Lutheran Church in Springfield, Missouri. Following that, he was
called to Hope Lutheran, Republic, Missouri, where he served for eleven years, before
accepting our call.

Pastor Schreiber is passionate about mission work, and he is always looking for ways to
proclaim Jesus to all people. Before moving to the U.S., he was helping lead the group
Builders for Christ which built forty churches in Brazil.

He is happily married to his beloved wife Gabriele (Gaby), who is a teacher, speech
therapist and audiologist; she loves spreading the Good News by playing the violin at
church and has already started sharing her talent at St. Paul’s.

Pastor and Gaby have four children: Ana Luiza Luli (21), Tales (18), Johannes (15), and
Sophia (12). They also have three energetic dogs.

Last but not least, Pastor Schreiber is a lover of all hugs and chocolate.




Prayer Requests

Prayer request cards can be found in the narthex and on-line.
Please contact the office at info@StPaulsCrofton.com_if you have
any questions. Please let the office know when a prayer request
should be removed. Long-Term Prayers:

Members: Fay Baase; Bill and Sandi Corwin; Betty Fallstich; Ruth and Jon
Hakulin; Bob Larkin; Connie Myer; Sally Myer; Erna Pleinis; Brian Spencer; Jackie
Blondin; Kate Hausner.

Friends and family: Sarah, Huffman family friend; Donna Denney and Margaret Hollis,
friends of Linda Craig; Erich Fallstich, Betty Fallstich’s son; Shirley Jenstrom, Del
Jenstrom’s mother; Mary Ann Oetken, Al Oetken’s sister; Bob Sellers, Corwin family
friend; Dick Sulken, Joan Spencer’s brother; Amy Summerfelt, Linda Huffman's niece;
Jack Courtney, Penny Courtney’s husband; Becky Unland and Peter Kingsbury, Bernice
Prescott’s sister and brother-in-law; Shannon Baldridge’s granddaughter, a friend of
Dorothy Clark; Ellen Swain, mother of Vonnie Callaway and Betty Drake, sister of Vonnie
Callaway.

Military and first responders: Jameel Barrows, Melissa Barrows, Ian Jenstrom, Dan
Mitchell, David Sturgeon, Brian Wolford, and their families.

A Note from Zac and the Board of Directors. President@stpaulscrofton.com

St. Paul’s Financial News

You may recall that our December 2024 financial report showed that we ended the year
with a net positive against budget of $109,659.17. This was a very encouraging
indicator given that we knew our permanent pastor would arrive in January.

That being said, the January 2025 financial report shows that we are currently meeting
our budget, not by much, but that’s still a good indicator for the months to come.

Treasurer’s Report - January 2025
January Budget Status: 93.98%
- Offerings YTD: $17,504.97; under goal by $1,121.97
- Expenses YE: $16,247.59; under budget $1,634.02
- Overall YE: all income minus expenses $512.05
- 2025 budget: $228,523.25; $3,601.00 decrease over 2024
$4,394.68/wk needed to meet budget

Yours in Christ,
St. Paul’s Board of Directors



ST. PAUL’S STRATEGIC PLAN AND VISION REFRESH UPDATE

As many are aware, we have been actively engaged with Tina Jasion, Founder & Lead Coach,
Faithful Innovation, in our ongoing Strategic Plan vision refresh and execution. In summary, the
overall purpose of our Strategic Plan is to establish and implement workable outward facing plans to
support young families, empty nesters, and seniors.

A core group, including Pastor Schreiber, met with Tina on January 29, 2025. (Two additional
sessions are being planned and will be open to all.) The session results are shown in the Vision Frame below.

St. Paul’s is a vibrant, family-oriented Lutheran community united in fostering an
outward-facing ministry by actively serving the congregation and community
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By September 2025 St. Paul’s is hosting consistent social activities
aimed at engaging families, empty nesters, and seniors and has
developed one direct service connection in the Crofton community.
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Much discussion produced a number of ideas in support of the outreach activities mentioned above. |
am pleased to report that, with Penny Courtney’s leadership, our first tangible Strategic Plan program
has been identified for implementation. This promises to be a very exciting and rewarding ministry.

Blessings to all,
Zac

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL

CALLING ALL SENIORS!!! PUT THE 3rd WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH ON YOUR
CALENDARS!

One goal of the Strategic Plan for St. Paul's is to begin a ministry of Outreach for our
senior population. It is a ministry that not only serves our current seniors, but one that
is easy to bring others along. And thus, Senior Lunch & Learn will begin

on Wednesday, April 19th. It will be a time of fellowship with lunch provided and a
short program of general interest.

Please stay tuned for more details in the APRIL Newsletter and if you have questions or
suggestions, kindly contact Penny Courtney (410-969-9156).




Worship Team

Altar Guild B Candles in the Church Bernice Prescott, Bernice.prescott@yahoo.com

Lutheran churches make use of various types of candles in the worship setting, and it
is interesting and useful to know the history and significance of this practice.

One of the aspects of worshiping at a liturgical church, such as the LCMS, is that the
worship has an ancient feel to it. ThatOs on purpose. Liturgical churches seek to
connect the present day with the ancient reality of the faith. So, our worship should feel
kind of old, and kind of new. This can be a hard balance to strike, but we try. One of
the things that gives our worship a bit of that OancientO feel is our decorative lighting,
our candles.

Altar candles (the two on the altar) originated as a practical solution to dark sanctuaries
and probably priests with failing eyesight. The two candles on the altar were simply
meant originally as Odesk lightsO for the priest who was leading communion. Fdhis
reason, some hold that technically the altar candles should not be lit during non-
communion services, but it is proper to light them for all services, as we do. The altar
candles are known as eucharistic lights, or alternatively as the Epistle candle and the
Gospel candle.

The altar candles symbolize the light of Christ that overcomes darkness, the presence
of God in the sanctuary, and the hope of the Gospel. The lighting of the candles is not
preparation for the divine service, but a part of it. Think about this on Sunday as
worship begins!



mailto:Bernice.prescott@yahoo.com

Education Team Cyndie Dixon, cyndixon99@yahoo.com

Children’s Church is held during the Worship time while adults are enjoying the sermon.
The children are dismissed with an adult to learn about a Bible story, watch a brief
video, and make a craft pertaining to the Bible story. Children also participate in prayer
and song. The kids return before communion so they can be blessed by the pastor. We
are looking for four additional volunteers to provide an extra set of hands during this
time. This is a good way for teens to accumulate community service hours. Please see
Cyndie if you would be willing to help the teacher.

BIBLE STUDY
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Looking for a great opportunity for you to enrich your knowledge of the Bible? Paul
Koch leads a study on Friday nights from 7:30 - 9:00 via Zoom. Currently, we are
studying the Book of Isaiah, a very rich book that has many implications for today’s
world. Please see Paul for the Zoom link. All are welcome. Paul Koch, prkoch@icloud.com

In the future, Pastor Schreiber will conduct a study during the Adult Forum time.

“Kids Corner” Devotional

Your child should be receiving a weekly devotional from
“Kid’s Corner” via email. Along with the devotional, the
link includes a Bible story, a song, and a DYI project. One
section includes, “Kids in Action” where children can see
how kids are helping others throughout their community and world. If you are
not receiving “Kids Corner”, please let me know at cyndixon99@yahoo.com.

“Let the Little children cotte To pe...”

Please remember that Worship Bags are available for the children in the back
of the Narthex.
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Outreach Team Bernice Prescott, Bernice.prescott@yahoo.com

CCCC Food Pantry. The food item for March is canned meals, such as stew, ravioli, chow
mien, etc... As previously advised, any food items contributed must have a "use by" or
"expiration" date at least six months into the future. Please check the dates on your
items before donating. Please be sure that the expiration dates are after September
30, 2025.

If you prefer, you may assist the pantry with a cash/check contribution. Please use a
separate check from your other offerings, make it payable to St. Paul’s, and note “Food
Pantry” on the memo line.

Fellowship Team jennifer.houck@gmail.com

Thank you!

First off, the Fellowship Team would like to thank everyone who contributed both to Pastor
Mentz' farewell luncheon and Pastor Schreiber's welcome lunch. Both were well attended, and
we appreciate all of the help and food!

Lenten Soup and Sermon

SOUP SUPPLR We will be continuing our tradition of a light meal of soup,

bread/crackers, and drinks at 6pm before the 7pm Lenten
. services. Be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet in the narthex! We
are asking for two people each week to contribute a pot of soup,
stew, chili, etc. The Fellowship team will provide crackers/bread
. and drinks. If you are bringing food, please arrive at 5:30 for
setup; you will be responsible for setup and clean up that week.

Bowling for a Cause

St. Paul's is a member of BIRC (Bowie Interfaith Recreation Council) which promotes fellowship
through sports. March 23rd is their annual Bowling Fundraiser to raise money for the Bowie Food
Pantry. The cost is $35.00 per bowler and includes 3 games, lunch (catered by Bayside Catering)
and shoe rental. The flyer is attached at the end of this newsletter or please contact Jen Houck
(jennifer.houck@gmail.com) for more information.
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The Music Corner Donna Willingham,  marinedonna55@gmail.com

The entire collection of Psalms is titled “Praises”.
The Greek verb for “psalms” denotes the “plucking of strings” and is
associated with accompanying singing!

Music is an important part of worship. This is when we can reflect, listen,
sing, and enjoy praising our Lord and our Savior.

We have a Shepherd to lead us, our new Pastor, Iromar Schreiber, who
supports music and congregational singing!

Let’s work together as a church to uplift one another in song and in
scripture.

Donna, Music at St. Paul’s

-THANK YOLE -

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

BIG THANKS to everyone who contributed to St. Paul's support of Winter Relief in
February!!! Nineteen county residents spent a week hosted at Seton Parish and were provided
comfortable shelter, hot meals, activities and accompaniment in their life journeys by the
hospitality of Crofton-area churches and business es. St. Paul's provided a surplus of underwear
and toiletries for distribution to the needy and meals - breakfasts, lunches, and suppers. Pastor
Schreiber visited the site, met with the guests, and provided table grace Friday evening. THANK
YOU to everyone for your support of this annual Outreach ministry!!

Well done!! Penny
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/8\/8\/2\/A\
Fellowship

MenOs Breakfast D Weekly, Every

Wednesday

Come join us at the Nautilus Diner on southbound
Route 3 every Wednesday morning at 9:00 for
coffee, breakfast, and conversation. All men are
welcome! For more information contact Bill Corwin,
443-223-5921.

I

LadiesO Breakfast B Monthly, Fourth Thursday

Ladies’ Breakfast will be on Thursday, March 27th, at 8:30
a.m. at Rip’s located on Route 3 South. All ladies are invited
as well as your friends. Come, enjoy a tasty breakfast and
good conversation with your old and new friends! Any
questions: contact Jane Felsentreger @ 410-721-7519 or
Spechtmj4691@outlook.com.

BOOK _: 2 Book Club_Monthly, Third Monday
C} E m Book Club will meet via zoom on Monday evening,

March 17. Our March book is "Wiseguys and the White House” by Eric Dezenhall. Dana
will lead the discussion. For information about logging on, contact Dana Brown or Sandi
Corwin, sacorwin1001@gmail.com.

Happy Reading, Sandi

Ladies® Lunch B Monthly, Second Wednesday

The next Ladies' Lunch will be Wednesday noon, March
12th, at Killarney House, 584 W. Central Ave.,
Davidsonville. ALL ladies are invited and are encouraged to
bring a friend.

Please contact Marj at kane3426@verizon.net or 410-721-
3426 by Sunday, March 9th if you plan to attend. Hope you
can join the group!
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