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The Pastor’s Focus 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters at St. Paul’s, 
“…they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;  
                  they shall mount up with wings like eagles;  
          they shall run and not be weary;  
                                 they shall walk and not faint.”         (Isaiah 40:31, ESV)  
Israelites received God’s word of hope through the prophet Isaiah while they were in captivity. 
We are much better positioned than Israelites though our world is broken with manmade and 
natural disasters. We have received the blessed hope of Jesus coming again and taking us home 
where there is no more suffering.  
 
In this month, we are beginning the advent season, reminded by trees shedding their leaves. I 
pray that the Holy Spirit gives you the grace to stand firm in your faith, focusing on the day we 
meet with Jesus in person. I also trust the Lord who loves you dearly renews your strength to 
enable you to get through the sufferings in this world. I even pray for those of you who feel 
weary that our heavenly Father takes away your burdens and fills you with His Spirit daily. 
The Apostle Paul, encourage us as God’s children, to make Jesus Christ our role model in 
focusing on our hope and enduring the present suffering. 
  
“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1–2). 
 
In God’s love, 
Pastor Teklu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NOVEMBER RECOGNITION 
 
Happy Halloween…Trick-or-Treat!  No, wait…it's TRUNK-or-TREAT!! 
 
Saturday, October 23rd.  What a great day, beautiful weather, and a fantastic St. Paul’s 
community outreach event.  This was a multi-faceted project that featured a special visit from 
Martin Luther (Ron Hausner) educating all about the Reformation, Trunk-or-Treat for the kids 
with some very creative trunk decorations, Oasis games and crafts, a delicious bake sale, 
wonderful live music, a performance by St. Paul's children’s choir and a fire truck on display 
from Anne Arundel Vol. Fire Co. 
 
Results so far show that 39 families registered with their contact information for follow 
up.  Two or three families spoke to Pastor Teklu about possibly attending worship services.  We 
believe a minimum of 100 children from our neighboring communities enjoyed all the Trunk-
or-Treat goodies.  In addition, the bake sale raised $226.00 in support of Crofton Christian 
Caring Council. 
 
A big thank you goes to Erin Mitchell, Michelle Angeli, and Cyndie Dixon for all of the 
planning and work they did to make this event a big success.  In addition, thanks to the St. 
Paul’s family members listed below for their participation, support and assistance before, during 
and after "Marty’s Party".  This could not have been accomplished without YOU! 
 
God’s blessings to all - Zac 
 
Registration 
Sadie Becoate 
Linda Craig 
 
Music 
Michelle Angeli and Charlie Frater 
 
Trunks & Treats 
Robert & Bernice Prescott 
Michelle Angeli & Charlie Frater 
Charlotte & Landy Angeli 
Chad & Andrea Muntz 
Cyndie Dixon 
Jackie Blondin 
Judy Tribby 
Zac & Linda Huffman 
Bonnie Weinhold 
Jameel, Melissa, Anthony and Ayanna Barrows 



Pastor, Tsion, Jonah and Selah  
 
Martin Luther - Ron Hausner & Kate Hausner (wardrobe assistant) 
 
Games 
Chad Muntz    Toss the Indulgences (football toss) 
Tsion Endalkachew   Luther Rose Bowling 
Dan Mitchell    Marty’s Duck Pond 
 
Crafts & Pumkins 
Jen Houck 
Sandi & Bill Corwin 
 
Bake Sale & Snack Table - Charlotte Angeli & Kate Hausner 
Devon Dugan 
Penny Courtny 
Donna Larkin 
Michelle Angeli 
Charlotte Angeli 
Linda Huffman 
Jackie Blondin 
Bernice Prescott 
 
Photography 
Bill Corwin 
 
 
 
News from the Church Office 
Friday, November 5th will be my last day as the Office Manager at St. Paul’s. I have made many 
good friends the past 8 years, which I cherish, but I feel it’s time for me to try something new 
and move forward. I’m very appreciative of the time I’ve been at St. Paul’s. Please keep in 
touch and be well! 
  
Cindy 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries 

Daily devotions are available through Lutheran Hour Ministries devotions; 
www.lhm.org.  You are encouraged to connect via the link or download the app to your phone.  

 



 
 

Prayer Requests  
If at all possible, please list the need for the prayer. If the request requires 
long-term prayers, please indicate so and let the office know when it 
should be removed.  Prayer request cards can be found in the narthex and 
on-line. Please contact the office at info@StPaulsCrofton.com  if you have 
any questions! 
 
Long-Term Prayers:  
Bob (health issues); John Abel (health issues); Preston Arnold; John Bagley 
(health issues); Phyllis Ball (health issues);  JoAnn Breitbach  (health issues); 

Peta Capello (health issues); Christopher Chaise; Nicole Copinger (health issues); Marianne 
Foreman (health issues); Jon Hakulin (health issues); Marilyn Harris (health issues);  Jay 
(health issues); Janet Mox (health issues); Phil Myer (health issues); Sally Myer (health issues); 
Jim Q. (health issues); Kay Rudolph (health issues); JJ, Isla, and Max Schmidt; Dr. Jim  and 
Kay Smith (health issues); Brian Spencer (health issues); Dick Sulken (health issues); Louis 
Zimmer (health issues); Michael Zimmer Jr. and family (health issues). 
Please pray for our members and friends serving in the military: Jameel Barrows, Melissa 
Barrows, Jake Godboldte, Dylan Harris, Rachel MacCumbee, Scott MacCumbee, Dan Mitchell, 
Brian Wolford, and their families.  
 
 
 
 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
As you know, we reinstituted mask wearing at St. Paul’s back in August when COVID cases 
were rising in our community. 
 
After careful consideration of the case rates, test positivity rates, vaccination numbers and 
availability of booster shots, we have decided to modify the mask policy again, effective 
Sunday, October 31.  As of that date, masks will be OPTIONAL for all fully vaccinated adults 
and teens inside the building.  However, masks will remain mandatory for all people interacting 
on behalf of the church with children and youth, including Sunday School, Confirmation class, 
and any other youth activities.  If vaccines become available for children in the next few weeks, 
we will revisit this policy on or around January 1st after families have had time to have their 
children vaccinated if they so desire. 
 
As in the past, many people may decide to continue to wear masks to protect themselves and 
their families.  Please be considerate of all, and maintain some social distance as you go about 
activities in the church 
 
Diane Segelhorst, for the Reopen Team 
 



 
 
 
News from the Quilters 
 
Our QUILT SALE was very successful again this year.  Our registration forms tell us we had 
180 to attend.  Out of that number 61 were new according to my records and my memory.  We 
gave out 8 door prizes which were well received and I believe most of them were first time 
visitors Out of the 180, all but 6 wanted to be notified next year.  According to our comments 
and wants we fell short in having fall items and 101 microwave bowls was not enough. 
 
In all the years of having this sale we had our first complaint, an e-mailed to Pastor Teklu (it 
was full of bologna), he took care of it for us and received a nice response later, saying she will 
come again. I will make sure she tells others about us. 
 
We have also learned that our Double and Twin size quilts do not sell.  In order to down size a 
little we are giving to the Lutheran Mission Society (LMS) four of these and some table runners 
for their event held in November. 
 
I have thanked all of the extra help we had in setting up, taking down as well as those who 
helped during the sale, but wish to repeat myself and say THANK YOU one more time it was 
greatly appreciated. We also had 100% participation from the quilters this year.  Our total sales 
has reached $14,000.00.  
 
This is a huge event to have once a year and for its success it take a lot of planning and working 
together, as well as heavy duty work.  I must admit there were times this year that I thought it 
should be my last year, but now that everything is in its place, the racks are stored, the boxes are 
filled with articles and  stacked and stored neatly away and we have months to replace what was 
sold. So as long as we all stay healthy we will do it again next year.  
 
Dorothy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anyone love gardening and serving? 
The church’s front garden bed could use your loving hands with weeding on a weekly basis.   
If you are interested, just feel free to do it!   
Thank you so much! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
HOLIDAY SHARING 
 
Details are still being worked out for the St. Paul's Holiday Sharing Project for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  Please stay tuned to email and print communications as this year's program 
details become available. Your continued interest in making a difference for neighbors-in-need 
is genuinely appreciated. 
 
-- Outreach Team 
 
 



 
 
It is again that time of year for our annual Advent by Candlelight. Last year we were able to be 
together via zoom successfully but missing the fellowship. This year is still up in the air, but I 
am hoping that we can again meet in person. The first Sunday of Advent is November 28. I 
realize that this is the Sunday after Thanksgiving and some may be travelling this year, but it is 
still the best time before the craziness of December descends. Zoom, in person, even possibly 
the date are all up in the air at this time. More information will be coming soon, so please watch 
for it.  
Sandi Corwin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ladies Breakfast Group will meet on Thursday, November 18th, at 8:30 a.m. at Rip’s 
Restaurant in Bowie, MD. Come join the fellowship and bring a friend. 
Any questions or thoughts call Jane Felsentreger at 410-721-7519 or e-mail  
mjfelsentreger@outlook.com. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The next Ladies' Lunch will be Tuesday noon, November 9th,  at State Fare, 748 Frederick Rd., 
Catonsville.  All ladies are invited to attend and are encouraged to bring a friend.  Please call 
Marj at 410-721-3426 or email her at kane3426@verizon.net if you plan to attend and if you 
wish to carpool. Carpools will leave church at 11:15  a.m.  Hope you are able to join us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

The Christmas Pageant is Coming! 

Mark your calendars for December 12th, second service time, 

 for this year’s Christmas pageant  

followed by Jesus’ birthday party in the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth are invited to participate! 

We will need readers, singers, and costumed players. 

Short practice times will be between services on Sundays  

and before or after confirmation on Thursday evenings. 

Parents, please let Cyndie or Bonnie know if you can lend a hand. 

God bless you and your family  

as we move into this sacred and beautiful season! 

 



 
If you or someone you know is interested in technology, interested in a place to use and/or 
improve their tech skills, and would like to participate as a tech team member, please let us 
know. 
Email Pastor Teklu at Pastor@StPaulsCrofton.com. We are in search of more helpers to grow 
this Ministry team.  All are welcome! We will provide training! 
As part of the team, we will all share in God's mission work for St. Paul's, but we need your 
help! 
 
 
 
NEEDED: USHERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers for both the Traditional and the Praise and Worship 
Services.  If interested please contact Jane Felsentreger – 410-721-7519 or 
mjfelsentreger@outlook.com.  
 
 

 
The next Book Club meeting is Monday, November 15, 7 pm, again via Zoom. The book is 
The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland. Please contact Sandi 
Corwin or Dana Brown for ZOOM information. 
 



 
 
 
 

Virtual Communion 

We have made a virtual communion video available for all members, especially for those 
members who livestream services from home. To access the video, follow the steps listed 
below... Please contact Patrice Jenstrom at web@stpaulscrofton.com or text her at 443-254-
6765 or contact any member of St. Paul’s Board of Directors if you do not have the password.  

 
Here are the steps to access the communion video: 
1. Go to www.stpaulscrofton.com 
2. Log in to Members tab (get the password from Patrice if you do not have it). 
3. Click on “Virtual Communion Video”. 
  
The communion video lasts for 14 minutes. You will need to have available the following: 
1. Wine or grape juice in a small glass or cup for each person 
2. A small piece of bread 
3. A willing spirit and faithful heart  
 
The Order of Service is from the LCMS Pastoral Care Companion. 
 

 



 
Save Your Pull Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
 
The aluminum pull tab project that supports Ronald McDonald House is still alive and 
active.  Please continue to save them and bring or drop off at church when you can.  
Judy Parker and the Ronald McDonald House thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent Action Teams and Good Stewardship 
 

Attention, parishioners of St. Paul’s  
who are part of the Thrivent Family of Insurance and Investment products… 

There are many opportunities for you  
to put your two $250.00 yearly Thrivent Action plans to work at St. Paul’s and beyond.  

Prospects could include outreach items for St. Paul’s homebound members,  
Sunday School supplies, items for the quilters,  

Lutheran World Relief personal health or school kits, even building grounds projects, and more. 
If you don’t use your Action Team opportunities by the end of the year,  

they are totally forfeited, lost. 
It’s easy to write and apply for an Action Plan! 

If you need help or ideas, please see Bonnie Weinhold. 
bonnie@weinholdonline.com 

God bless you as you move forward on this! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Are you aware that St. Paul’s offers three ways for online giving? 
Setting up your profile and payment methods is simple, follow these easy steps.  
 

1. On our website, click the donate button- The menu button on the right on the top menu or 
the “donate now” button at the bottom of the Home Page will take you to the Church 
Planning Center Giving page.  Set up your payment methods one time, and set up your 
recurring donations here. 

2. Download and give via the church center app for mobile- Set up your profile and link to 
St. Paul’s of Gambrills and Crofton.  Enter your payment method(s) one time, then you 
can donate at any time easily and quickly.  You can also set up recurring donations and 
pay the fee. 

3. Text to give- text $ amount to 84321- You still need to set up your payment methods. 

  
 
 
Are you aware that St. Paul’s is charged fees for online giving? 
Please cover the fee! 
 
If you want the church to receive your full donation, you may want to pay the fee.  Once you 
input the amount of your donation and payment method, the processing fee will be calculated 
and you can click on the box to add it. This would save our church money in fees, and the 
amount covered by the donor is usually small relative to the size of their donation.  
Example: If the donor wants to contribute $100.00 through their checking account, you can 
cover the (ACH) fee of 25 cents.  The year-end tax statement will show that you gave $100.25 
to the church.  The church pays the 25 cents for the processing fee, receiving $100.00.   
Credit card fees are slightly higher as it is based on a percentage of the amount donated plus a 
30 cent fee.  
If you have any additional questions, please contact Charlotte Angeli at 
treasurer@StPaulsCrofton.com. 
 
 
 


